Journey
to Plastics
Circularity

PAC Next Webinar

Circular Economy Plastics
TC Transcontinental Packaging, Keurig Dr Pepper Canada and Waste
Robotics discuss their approaches to eliminating waste and finding
sustainable and profitable approaches to a circular plastics economy.
Presented on January 13, 2020

View Webinar

Key Takeaways
1.

TC Transcontinental Packaging (TC) and Keurig
Dr Pepper Canada (KDP) are two of the founding
members of the Circular Plastics Taskforce (CPT).
Phase 1, which consisted of drafting a complete mapping
of the Quebec plastic recycling value chain and making
assumptions of possible ways to improve it, is complete,
with a progress report due in the coming months.
Phase 2 pilot projects will begin in 2021.

2.

Access to a reliable supply of quality post-consumer
recycled plastics remains a challenge. Audits of
the flexible plastic bales from five sorting centres
in Quebec, carried out by TC and the Circular Plastic
Taskforce, showed the need for a second sort to reduce
contamination rates and improve the quality of the
recycled resin produced. KDP now includes at least 25%
and 30% PCR in its K-Mini and K-Mini Plus coffee makers,
a material supplied locally by Lavergne, a Montreal-based
plastic processor that uses e-waste materials to produce
high quality recycled.

3.

KDP now includes at least 25% and 30% PCR in
its K-Mini and K-Mini Plus coffee makers, a material
supplied locally by Lavergne, a Montreal-based
plastic processor that uses e-waste materials
to produce high quality recycled resins.

4.

TC aims to internally produce high-quality recycled
resins for its packaging applications, with an ultimate
goal of producing FDA approved PCR resins used
in food and beverage flexible packaging. Audits In
addition, its BPI certified compostable products have
been effective in targeted applications, such as for
coffee and snacks, and its innovative recyclable
all-polyethylene packages (with and without barrier)
are now commercialized.

5.

Creating Keurig’s recyclable coffee pod required
a number of key steps, including consultation with
industry on design, extensive RFID testing to confirm
recyclability, continuous consumer education, stakeholder
collaboration to gain municipal acceptance, as well
as ongoing data collection to assess progress.

6.

Quality sorting requires multiple ways to detect
materials. Waste Robotics provides modular sorting
applications that can be run 24/7. Since the onset of
COVID-19 and its many associated health and safety
challenges, Waste Robotics has seen increased interest
in its various solutions.

7.

Waste Robotics’ recognition technologies are
very accurate – combining them with digital
watermarking processes, like Digimarc Barcodes,
can push the accuracy even further in terms of
material recognition and classification.
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